Intersexuality in Gregor Zootzky’s
“Zwischen Frau und Mann sind viele Geschlechter”
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

“There was a time, I say, when we were one.”
(Aristophanes in Plato’s Symposium, 189c193e)!
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Gregor Zootzky presents the exhibition “Zwischen Frau und Mann sind viele
Geschlechter” framed around the subject of intersexuality. Through paintings, figures and the
short film “Hermes & Aphrodite”, these pieces of art try to open new views beyond the mere
dichotomy of man or woman and at the same time, demystify the taboos about gender and sex
imposed by society. It is important to state that this theme of intersexuality is not as new as it
may seem. Though based on a myth, Aristophanes explains in Plato’s Symposium, that
originally there were three genders: male (descendent of the sun), female (daughter of the
earth) and the union of both, the so-called androgynous (descendent from the moon). Each of
these creatures was twice, that is, they had two heads, four hands and legs […] and two sets of
genitals. The myth says that because of their strength and attacks to the gods, Zeus decided to
cut them into halves. Once cut, however, each half longed for its original nature. Each one
wanted to embrace, melt and fuse together; make one of its other half again (Jowett, 1953, pp.
520-525).
The exposition attempts to show how society considers natural the feminine and
masculine sexes and how unnatural the union of both is. Without words, the “Hermes &
Aphrodite” short film brings back the subject of naturalness among intersexuality. It narrates
the story of girl who, during puberty, does not develop her breasts and to whom a penis and
Adam’s apple are grown. Once the parents know about this, horrified, they take the child to
hospital where she is diagnosed to be a man and a woman at the same time. She enters into a
maze of both phallic elements and a society that rejects her as being unnatural. After a while,
she arrives into a forest with hermaphrodite creatures: snails, seahorses, mushrooms and
Hermes and Aphrodite kissing and becoming one self.
Together with the short film, the exhibition also becomes very visual and
straightforward regarding intersexuality. Among the many representations on the subject, we
can highlight the drawings in which there were human figures with plasters covering the

genitalia. Sometimes the face was drawn to be both man and woman, the body was clearly of
a woman and though there was a plaster that covered the sex, she was urinating in a stand
position. Most of the times, the drawings and figures brought water as a central element,
origin of plant, animal and human life. An image that is curious to mention is part of the short
film in which the girl is in front of a mirror. From the back, we see a thin body and a long
blond hair; we assume it is a girl. By the reflex on the mirror, though, we clearly see a man
holding two apples where breasts should grow. Indeed this image shows the possible ways of
looking: sometimes there are more nuances than just black and white. Another image
represents heaven, with one character embodying religion, pillar of our society. Religion
refuses to accept the inclusiveness of both sexes in one self and cuts the unnatural bodies.
Most of the times, we are misled by society and its constraints of what should be and
what should not be accepted. It is society that labels, but it is us who should critically look at
the subject and question the imposed “truths.” There is a significant image of a black bust
with an interrogative sign that goes throughout the body, covering the sexual parts. It is the
same as if we put plasters: we cannot know if it is a man, a woman or both. Maybe the
question is not about what gender characteristics distinguish one human being from another
but the necessity that people have to label, distinguish ! from " and exclude what is not
considered to be natural. Society and religion might function as locks that hold “truths.” We
have been given the key of doubting, criticizing, questioning and building up our own beliefs.
It is left to us whether or not we want to open the door and see other possible forms that
would not “exist” if we remained locked at the other side of the door.
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